Grade 12 student killed crossing
Scarborough road was a volunteer
with ‘lots of big dreamsʼ

The high schooler killed in a fatal traffic collision in Scarborough on Tuesday
was her motherʼs caregiver and a well-liked volunteer, according to a local
elected official who had known her since childhood.
The 17-year-old was the latest person to be killed on the streets of
Torontoʼs eastern inner suburb, which in recent years has accounted for a
disproportionately high number of the cityʼs pedestrian deaths.
Police have not released the teenʼs identity. But the office of Doly Begum,
NDP MPP for Scarborough Southwest, identified her Wednesday as Nadia
Mozumder (her office provided varying spellings of Nadiaʼs surname).

“Last night I sat with Nadiaʼs mom struggling to find the words to say,”
Begum said in a Twitter message Wednesday, in which she described
Mozumder as “a friend, a community volunteer,” and “a kid with lots of big
dreams and hopes.”
“What do you say to a mother who has yet to come out of the shock of
hearing the news of losing her 17-year-old daughter, her only child?”
In an interview Wednesday, Begum said she had known Mozumder since
the latter was a little girl, because their mothers knew each other.
Mozumder later volunteered for Begumʼs 2018 election campaign.
According to Begum, Mozumder worked hard to care for her mother and for
a time also had a job at the Hudsonʼs Bay store in Scarborough Town
Centre.
“She wanted to have a good job when she grew up. She was actually telling
this to my mom the other day; talking about how she wants to grow up to be
somebody, to do something important,” Begum said.
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The MPP said Mozumderʼs mother was still reeling from her death, and local
residents were also devastated by what she called an “immense loss.”
“Theyʼre shocked but theyʼre also really angry, and they want answers for
what happened. They want to understand why there are so many accidents
on the road. We need to really, really work on road safety and do better in
protecting especially our kids, who are in school zones, for the love of god,”
she said.
Police say Mozumder was crossing north on Danforth Avenue on the east
side of Birchmount Road around 11W45 a.m. when she was hit by the 40year-old driver of a Dodge Caravan turning left onto Danforth. She was

taken to hospital, where she died.
Mozumder was a Grade 12 student at nearby Birchmount Park Collegiate
Institute.
“This is a very sombre time for all of us at the school as we mourn the tragic
loss of this young life,” principal Melissa Spencer wrote in a letter to the
schoolʼs community Tuesday night, adding that social workers and
psychology staff would be made available to students Wednesday.
Toronto police on Tuesday praised bystanders for coming to Mozumderʼs
aid after she was hit.
She was one of two pedestrians killed in Toronto on Tuesday. Just hours
later and only a few kilometres away, police say an 81-year-old man was
crossing OʼConnor Drive near Pape Avenue around 9W35 p.m. when he was
hit by the 82-year-old driver of a Porsche sedan headed eastbound, then
thrown into the opposite lanes and hit by a second driver.
Police have not announced charges in either case.
As in previous years, a disproportionate number of this yearʼs pedestrians
deaths have occurred in Scarborough. Local residents and road safety
advocates have long warned that the districtʼs wide and busy streets
encourage drivers to speed and are dangerous to pedestrians and other
road users.
“These arenʼt accidents. We know they are going to happen and we know
why they are happening,” said Marvin Macaraig, a health promoter and coordinator of Scarborough Cycles, an advocacy group for safe cycling in
Scarborough.
“This is a public health issue and whatever the city is doing, itʼs not
happening fast enough.”

Macaraig, who lives just steps away from Danforth Avenue and Birchmount
Road, described the wide intersection as especially dangerous for
pedestrians.
Itʼs also busy — thereʼs a church nearby, an elementary school just south of
the corner. Birchmount Park Collegiate Institute, where Mozumder studied,
is not far, plus a big community centre and athletic facility.
Traffic volumes declined sharply earlier in the pandemic, and the number of
serious collisions also fell. According to the Starʼs count, 23 pedestrians
were killed last year, down from 42 the year before. (The Starʼs count
includes some incidents not recorded in police traffic statistics, such as
deaths that occur in parking lots or other private properties.)
Drivers have returned to the roads in large numbers this fall, and pedestrian
deaths are on pace to exceed last yearʼs total. So far, at least 21 pedestrians
have died in 2021. The victims have ranged in age from two to 89 years old.
Nine of them were killed in Scarborough or on its borders.
Police data also show this is a particularly dangerous time of year for
pedestrians in Toronto. Between 2006 and 2020, 304 pedestrians were
killed or suffered major injuries in October, the most of any month.
“Scarborough has become a residential neighbourhood over the years, and
these streets donʼt need to be this wide anymore,” said Jonathan Schmidt,
another road safety advocate who has lived near Birchmount and Danforth
for nearly 20 years.
Police havenʼt said whether high speeds were a factor in either of Tuesdayʼs
deadly collisions. But Schmidt said many roads with four lanes feel like
“open highways” for drivers to go faster than the posted speed limits.
Having bike lanes installed and widening sidewalks on those streets would
make a difference in increasing road safety, he said, and city officials should
make it a priority if they are committed to achieving Vision Zero goals.

“Local councillors posting thoughts and prayers after another person has
died, thatʼs not going to be good enough,” said Schmidt.
Added road safety advocate Jessica Spieker, who speaks for Friends and
Families for Safe Streets: “Weʼve been asking for years and years for a
systemic approach to redesign streets and make them safer.”
“The whole point of Vision Zero is that you design streets to force drivers to
pay attention,” she said. “You donʼt leave it up to individual actors to change
their behaviour.”
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